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1.  Introduction

The Shortgrass Library Board is established and maintained in compliance with The Alberta Libraries Act,. R.S.A. Chapter L-11, 2000.  The Alberta Libraries Act and the parties to the agreement are the authorities for the existence of the Shortgrass Library System Board.

2.  Interpretation

2.1
 For purposes of these bylaws the expression:



a) 
"Act" refers to The Libraries Act, R.S.A., Chapter L-11, 2000.


b)
“Regulations” refers to The Libraries Regulations 193/2000.


c)
"Agreement" is defined as the Shortgrass Library System Agreement.


d) 
"Board" means the Shortgrass Library System Board.


e) 
"Borrower" means the person to whom a library membership has been issued.


f) 
“Chief Executive Officer (CEO)” means the person charged by the board for the operation of the Shortgrass Library System.


g) 
"Library materials" includes all resources contained in the member libraries.

h)
"Member library" refers to municipally funded libraries within a 


municipality which is a party to the agreement.
3.  Board Membership
3.1
In accordance with the Agreement, each party will appoint one member to the board.

3.2
Other and all appointments to the Board will be in accordance with the Act and the Regulations.
4. Meetings of the System Board

4.1
Board meetings will be called by the Chair.
4.2
Special meetings may be called on the instructions of any two members providing they direct their request in writing to the Chair, and state the business to be brought before the meeting.
4.3
Board and special meetings will be called by ten (10) days’ notice in writing, emailed to each member, or by three days notice by telephone.

4.4 
If a quorum of the Board (fifty percent plus one) is present either in person or via video conference, a meeting may be convened without prior notice, provided however, that any business transactions at such a meeting are ratified at the next regularly called meeting of the Board.

4.5
Board meetings will be open to the public.  The public may join board meetings at established video conferencing sites or at the physical meeting location.
5.
Officers

5.1
The Chair is an ex-officio member of all committees.  He shall, when present, preside at all board meetings; and in his absence a chair may be elected by the board to preside thereat.

5.2
The CEO will be responsible for maintaining a record of all members of the Board and their addresses; and will be responsible for recording the proceedings of the board and for sending all notices of meetings as required.

5.3
The CEO will be responsible for receiving all monies paid to the Board.

5.4
The Treasurer will present the monthly statements of receipts and disbursements to the Board.

5.5
No committee shall have other than advisory powers, unless, by suitable action of the Board, it is granted specific power to act.

6.
Accounts, Books and Records

6.1
The books, accounts, and records of the Shortgrass Library System will be audited once a year by a duly qualified accountant.  The Board will recommend an auditor for purposes of preparing an annual statement which sets forth the financial position of the Shortgrass Library System.

6.2
Copies of the audited statement will be sent to Board members, chairs of member library boards, the finance administrators of each participating municipality, and to the Public Library Services Branch.
6.3
The books and records of the Shortgrass Library System will be available at Shortgrass headquarters to the public (upon reasonable notice and arranging a time satisfactory to the CEO).

6.4
In accordance with The Act, the Board will maintain books of board meeting minutes, board resolutions, system bylaws and policies.

6.5 
The books will be signed by the Chair or acting Chair.

7.
Local Library Facilities
7.1
Provision of public library facilities and related operating costs is the responsibility of the local library authority.

8. General

8.1
Notwithstanding the terms of the agreement, an affirmative vote of the majority of all members of the Board present at the time shall be necessary to approve any action of the Board.  

8.2
The By-Laws (Legislative and Procedural) may be amended by the majority vote of all members of the Board.

8.3
The Procedural By-Laws shall be formally reviewed every two years by a committee of the Board.

Note:  The Original Procedural Bylaws of the Shortgrass Library System were:

Read a first time      February 21, 1991
Read a second time     February 21, 1991
Read a third time and adopted this 21st day of February, 1991.

Original signed by:

Nanko Dubbelboer, Chairman


Date:  On May 27, 1991
Shortgrass Library System Board
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